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A About Environmental Funders Network
(EFN)

AThe role of philanthropy in environmental
action

AKey trends in environmental funding
AOpportunities and challenges for funders
ABeyond grantmaking:

| Internal operations (e.g. carbon
footprint, procurement)

| Investment strategies and divestment

| Advocacy and influence within their
sectors
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About EFN

EFN works to transform environmental
philanthropy in the UK by:

A Increasing funding levels

A Improving the effectiveness of funding

A Supporting people and organisations helping
to create a thriving planet



ur pillars of work

Piliar | Pillar i Pillar il
Growing environmentall Improving the Supporting
philanthropy effectiveness of environmental groups

environmental funding




ur reseadrch

% Environmental % Environmental
*#& 7 Funders Network *& 7 Funders Network

Jon Cracknell, Florence Miller
Patricia Cremona and Heather Godwin

Environmental
Funders Network

Increasing the Exploring the role
effectiveness of of wealth advisors
environmental In green giving
funder-fundraiser

Lead author: Sophia Cooke (EFN)

= -
relqt|onsh|ps sesb i S e

Julie Christie (EFN), Louise Krzan (seconded to EFN for this project
from Greenpeace), Natasha Ratter (EFN), Oliver Armstrong (EFN)

Co-authors (ordered alphabetically): Alison Connelly (RSPB Scotland),
" Camilla Fitzgerald (ClientEarth), Elizabeth Salter Green (CHEM Trust),
Lead author: SOphlG Cooke (EFN) Gemma Havercroft (Soil Association), Kat Stephenson-Hall

Second author: Ellen Kinsley (The Wildlife Trusts) (Cmate Catalyst), Marcus Pugh (Advisor to Eating Better)

Where the Green
Grants Went 9

Patterns of UK Funding for Environmental Work




Our website

Our strateqgy for 2025

Our 2024 annual report

Sign up to our monthly newsletter/join EFN



https://www.greenfunders.org/
https://www.greenfunders.org/resources/strategy-2023-2026-2025-edition/
https://www.greenfunders.org/resources/annual-report-2024/
https://www.greenfunders.org/join/
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NEW TO GREEN GIVING?

The impact of
environmental giving

Philanthropy is playing a vital role in overcoming environmental challenges.
Philanthropic funding is society’s most flexible capital — it can be deployed quickly, take
risks, and test out solutions that government and corporate funding are then able to
scale. It's arguably the most catalytic form of finance in the face of environmental
challenges and the sort of funding most urgently needed.



Key trends In
environmental
philanthropy






Headlines: Section A




Most grantees receive small
amounts of funding




Compared with last edition

Climate & air quality T £203.4m

' I .
Trade & finance ].I\.I.l/ T £87.9m
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Terrestrial ecosystems & land use ' £16.3m

I - 555m
HDergy | £18.1m

Agriculture & food m £57.9m

Transport ﬁ £42.2m
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Biodiversity & species preservation | £40.3m

Multi-issue work \(‘f, 1 221]%%2

B £14.6m
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£1.6m

I £46m
Fresh water ﬁ B c62m
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Coastal & marine ecosystems { |

Consumption & waste ﬂ
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UK thematic distribution quite
different

Biodiversity & species preservation _
Terrestrial ecosystems & land use g _
Agriculture & food B _
Multi-issue work _ £8.5m, 790 grants
Climate & air quality _ £8.1m, 130 grants
Coastal & marine ecosystems - £5.3m, 92 grants
Energy - £4.9m, 136 grants
Fresh water R - £3.6m, 106 grants

Consumption & waste - £3.0m, 130 grants
Trade & finance . £1.6m, 35 grants

Toxics & pollution I £0.5m, 10 grants

@) 5 10 15 20




Global distribution of
foundation grants

International A " . Oceania
£299.8m b ~ £3.6m
49.4% 0.6%



Uneven distribution within
the UK

Map 2: Foundation grants to UK devolved nations and
regions, on a per capita basis ) b
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Key learnings

A Environmental grants are spread thin and wide

A Less funding is remaining in the UK than ever before, and some
parts of the UK are receiving less funding than others

A The growth in funding is largely from 10 big funders, and going to
25 big grant recipients

A There is high competition for smaller grant sizes

A The near trebling in total foundation funding has not been evenly
distributed

A 'Cinderella issues’ still desperately underfunded






Opportunities
and challenges



Challenges
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The environment
affects all other issues
— and the most
marginalized in our
society are hit first
and hardest




So what do we need
to do? Part |

Keep fossil fuels in the
ground:

A Reduce energy use

A Switch to renewables







