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How we work

Over the last 20 years, the CSJ in conjunction with the CSJF, has developed unparalleled understanding of the root 
causes of poverty, identified through our alliance of over 750 UK wide small poverty-fighting frontline charities.
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Understanding the frontlines
Problems are always being solved out 

there.

Policy Work
Poverty is about far more than just the 

absence of money.

Impact
Impact is everything.



2025: Connecting backstreets to corridors 

Work and Welfare 

South Yorkshire’s unemployment rate is 
above the national average, it is 
especially high in Sheffield at 7%. 

Radical action needed to meet the  
government target of 80 per cent 
employment. 

Change the Prescription 

69 per cent rise since 2016 in number of 
people in contact with Mental Health 
services. 

Over 10,000 children in South Yorkshire 
are currently on a mental health waiting 
list. 

The Lost Boys 

‘Hidden from view one large group 
of people that are genuinely and 
increasingly disadvantaged. I’m 
referring, of course, to boys and 
young men, especially those who 
are poor.’ 
Miriam Cates









More demand, less resource

Small charity funding dropped by £4.5 billion 
and rose by £4.6 billion for large charities.

Charities in London receive up to 8x more public 
funding.

44% of adults would like to discover and support 
more charities local to them. 

85% all charitable income goes to just 4% 
of charities.

1/2 of all small charities receive no public income. 
Government investment down over £400 million in 
the last decade. 



More demand



Lower Supply 



+ Uneven Supply 



• One point which rings true with your experience. 

• One point which doesn't match with your experience.

• One point which is missing from our research. 

Activity:









• What already works and needs boosting?  

• What needs to change? 

• How can change be achieved? 

Activity:
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